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THE TONKINESE CAT  by Else Carine Risberg




It is often said that "Tonks" are a breed of "acrobatic clowns 

with purr-fect purr-sonalities". 

Originally derived from Siamese and Burmese ancestry, the 

Tonkinese is a sterling example of the best qualities of both 

breeds. The Tonkinese cat has a muscular body and is described 

in at least one standard as being "surprisingly heavy for it's size".  

This is a breed of cat that has a combination of features making it 

an overall pleasing breed for almost anyone. Intelligent and curious, 

elegant and graceful it has a medium appearance in every aspect.

History

We know today that the Tonkinese cat probably existed naturally as a breed in its native Siam long before cat registries made it "official". Since the breed is a hybrid of the Siamese and Burmese breeds, and they also originated in the same countries, the Tonkinese, although not called by this name likely walked the paths of its native country back as far as cats existed there. The Tonkinese was first seen as is in England in the 1800s and these cats were called a variety of names including Chocolate Siamese, or Golden Siamese. 

However, "officially" the breed in North America came to 

[image: image2.jpg]


be  because of a cat called Wong Mau.  Dr. Joseph Thompson brought 

Wong Mau, a small chestnut coloured cat to California, in the United 

States, in 1930.  This cat Wong Mau was bred to a Siamese when there

was apparently no other cat like her to be found in the country and 

eventually she produced a mixture of Siamese like kittens coloured just 

like her. Then in mating a kitten of Wong Mau back to her, the result 

was a variety of three patterns  and eye colour in the litter. The kittens 

with the distinct points and a very light body colour had blue eyes, the 

kittens with a dark brown body colour  had yellowish to greenish eyes 

and the kittens most like their mother in body  colour had a range of 

greenish to what could only be referred to as aqua. 

The Tonkinese breed, (although originally bred in both the U.S. and Canada) was first accredited by CCA in southern Ontario, Canada and as such, is generally considered a Canadian breed.
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In the 1950s, a breeding program was begun in New York City by a pet storeowner. He started by breeding his own Siamese and Burmese cats together and came up with a hybrid he called the "Golden Siamese". The resulting progeny became very popular with people in the 1950s and the early 1960s. However, it was two other people who finally produced the cats that became the modern Tonkinese ancestors.  Jane Barletta of New York and Margaret Conroy of Ontario in Canada started their own breeding programs independent of one another. Because the kittens that were produced had coats the colour of minks the cats were called "natural minks".  

The breed was first recognized in Canada in the late 1960's,

achieving championship status in CCA in 1971. ACFA, along with 

other registries throughout North America, eventually recognized 

this engaging breed in championship as well. This past year South 

Africa has also recognized the Tonkinese in Championship and 

Great Britain will be accepting the breed in 2003 officially. 

Out-crossing the Tonkinese to both Siamese and Burmese is 

still acceptable in most registries in North America with the 

exception of one. The allowance of open stud books and out-crossing 

to the two founding breeds is important to continue to allow the breed 

to develop a great and diverse gene pool.

Characteristics and Temperament
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Tonks are first and foremost "people cats". That is to say, they are very friendly and affectionate and love to be with their people. 

They are shoulder riders, often climbing or leaping up on people, 

so as to be in the thick of things. They seldom use their claws when 

performing this feat however, since they are generally very gentle cats 

by nature. In this respect they are excellent pet and show cats, since new 

people or situations do not overly stress them out.

This is not to say that the Tonk is a lackadaisical cat, however. 

Indeed, they are very playful and in a word, fun - fun to watch, fun to be 

around and fun to snuggle with. They can sometimes be quite mischievous, 

with little nips and bites, especially as kittens. (A word to the wise - keep 

your sock  drawer locked!!) 

Physically, Tonks come in a variety of types and colours. In ACFA 

and at least one other association, there are four colours accepted: Platinum, 

Champagne, Natural and Blue, and three coat patterns, pointed (most like Siamese), mink (the halfway variety) and solid (most like Burmese). 

Tonkinese cats with a mink patterned coat are especially known for their aquamarine coloured eyes - this exotic colour is one that few other breeds share. 

Tonkinese cats are of moderate size, weighing approximately 7 lbs for females and 9 lbs for males, as adults. Although, some breeders still use the original foundation breeds, (Siamese and Burmese) in their breeding program, most breeders breed a minimum of fifth generation Tonkinese to Tonkinese only, in

order to obtain a more consistent look and temperament. 
In the show world a mink is said to be an example of the perfect Tonkinese.  However, many points and solids are standard perfect. The colour of the cat has nothing to do with temperament and pointed or solid kittens do make excellent companions! 

Health 
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The Tonkinese breed is relatively free of genetic diseases. Tonks generally live a long and healthy life as long as they are cared for, given health care as needed and fed properly. A well cared for Tonk may live to the ripe old age of 18 years or more. The breed is known for a laid-back attitude towards life and probably because of this relaxed nature they do not tend to be affected by very much.  Due to their relatively athletic body they do not tend to be affected with such things as hip displasia, myopathy or other such conditions.  It is not impossible for a Tonk to be affected by disease but generally speaking it is the exception rather than the rule. 
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