SAMPLE BYLAWS

ACFA Affiliated Cat Club

ARTICLE I ‑ NAME

Section 1. The name of this club shall be ___________________________________.

ARTICLE II ‑ PURPOSES

Section 1. It shall be the purpose of this club to:

(a) Sponsor and promote the welfare of ________________________ breeds of cats.

(b) Hold Cat Shows and promote interest in and knowledge of purebred cats.

(c) Cultivate friendships among, and promote the interest of, the owners, fanciers, and breeders of cats with ACFA,

(d) Encourage breeding toward the ACFA Standard of Perfection and encourage the registra​tion of cats with ACFA.

(e) Promote and encourage kindness to all animals and assist in prevention of cruelty and mis​treatment of animals.

ARTICLE III‑ MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Persons interested in the purposes of this Club shall be eligible to apply for membership. 

Section 2. Applicants for membership shall present themselves to the membership in person at a regular meeting (excepting Associate Members).

Section 3. Membership applications shall be acted upon separately and by secret ballot at the next regular meeting following the visit of the prospective member.

Section 4. A simple majority of votes shall be sufficient to elect or reject applications. Tie votes shall be considered as a rejection.

Section 5. The Secretary shall send notice to each elected or rejected applicant.

Section 6. The dues of this Club shall be $ _____________ per year for single regular membership payable on or before ______________ of each year for the ensuing year. 

Dues for two regular members of an immediate family shall be$ ______________ per year.

Section 7. Any husband, wife or child of a regular member or any person under the age of 18 years may apply for membership in this Club as an Association Member; and, if accepted, will pay $____________ per year payable at the same time as regular member dues. Associate members may not hold office or vote, but shall have all other privileges of regular members. Individuals residing outside the immediate area, which is served by the Club, may also apply for Associate Membership. 

Section 8. Upon failure to pay dues within three months after due date, the delinquent member shall be automatically dropped from membership. The Secretary shall send notice to the delinquent member at least two (2) weeks before the grace period expires.

Section 9. It shall be the duty of each member to uphold the purposes of this Club by carefully fulfilling the terms of all transactions concerned with cats, such as sales, stud fees and pedigrees, whether such business is carried on with other Club members or breeders or with the public at large. Upon receipt of written complaint from any injured party, the member will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with Article VIII of these Bylaws.

ARTICLE IV ‑ AFFILIATION

This Club shall be affiliated with the AMERICAN CAT FANCIERS ASSOCIATION, INC. Not less than five members of the Club shall also be members of the American Cat Fanciers Association.

ARTICLE V ‑ LOCATION

This Club is intended primarily to serve the interests of the owners, fanciers and breeders of cats residing in ______________________________________________ (province/state) and its environs.

ARTICLE VI ‑ MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular monthly meetings shall be held on such dates and at such time and place as the majority vote of the Club membership designates.

Section 2. Special meetings may be called from time to time if necessary for the transaction of important business, and may be called by the President, Board of Directors or upon written demand of five (5) members. Written notice of such meetings must be given to all members a minimum of fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled date. The business at this meeting shall be limited to that mentioned in the call.

Section 3. The Secretary shall notify members of the time and place of all meetings by mail, telephone, email or in person. (Note: such requirement may be waived if the Club establishes a "fixed" date each month ‑ i.e.: first Sunday of the month.)

Section 3. Officers and Directors shall be elected at the January meeting and shall take office on March 1st to serve for the ensuing fiscal year or until their successors are duly elected. No officer shall be eligible to serve more than two consecutive terms in the same office. (Note: The latter is optional. In accordance with the ACFA Bylaws, there is not a requirement to limit" the terms of office.)

Section 4. Vacancies in offices or on the Board of Directors shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment by the remaining members of the Board of Directors. (Club Option: May elect to have vacancies filled by a special election.)

Section 5. The President or Board of Directors may establish any committees deemed necessary for the conduct of specific functions, i.e., Membership Committee, Social Committee, Show Committee, etc.

ARTICLE Vll ‑ DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the members and the Board of Directors, and shall perform such other duties as are incidental to the office. S/he shall be an ex officio member of all committees and must be a member of ACFA.

Section 2. The Vice President shall perform all the duties of the President in the absence of that officer.

Section 3. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings of the members and the Board of Directors, and shall present them at ensuing meetings when requested.  The Secretary must be a member of ACFA.

Section 4. The Secretary shall keep an attendance record and list of all members in good standing with their names, mailing addresses and telephone numbers. A copy of such list shall be furnished to each member at least once a year. S/he shall notify the members of regular and special meetings at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the meeting, advise applicants and be respon​sible for all other Club correspondence. 

Section 5. The Treasurer shall receive and have custody of all monies and shall deposit same in bank account in the name of the Club. S/he shall keep an account of all receipts and expenditures and shall render a financial report at each regular meeting. S/He shall furnish names and addresses to the Secretary of all membership dues paid.

Section 6. The Councilor shall be a member who is familiar with Club and Show procedures and be able to guide and advise the Club whenever assistance is needed or whenever the Councilor feels that the Club is not acting in the best interest of the fancy as a whole or is failing in some obligation to the American Cat Fanciers Association, Inc. The Councilor must be a member of ACFA. (Note: This Section is optional depending on whether the Club elects to have a Councilor as a member of the Board. If no such Director is elected, then the President will perform these duties.) 

Section 7. On or before March 31 of each year the President, Secretary and Treasurer shall make an annual report to ACFA providing such information as may be requested on the Charter Renewal Application. Such application is obtained from the ACFA Central Office.

ARTICLE VIII ‑ DISCIPLINE

Section 1. The Board of Directors may reprimand, fine, suspend or expel from membership any person who, after fair and impartial hearing, shall be found guilty of violating any rules of this Club or ACFA; or of conduct detrimental to this Club, ACFA, Club member or the Cat Fancy as a whole. 

Section 2. All charges must be made in writing and a copy of the charges furnished to the accused at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of hearing. No oral or anonymous charges will be considered. 

Section 3. An appeal to the membership of the Club may be made from the ruling of the Board at the next regular meeting of the Club. In such cases the majority vote of the members shall be binding on all parties.

Section 4. In the event a member is expelled from the Club, s/he may, not less than six (6) months after date of such action and upon evidence of his/her good intentions, make application for reinstatement of membership.

ARTICLE IX ‑ PROPERTY AND MONIES

Section 1. All properties and monies belonging to the Club shall be property of the membership as a whole and no individual member shall be deemed to have any separate interests therein.

Section 2. All checks in payment of authorized bills shall be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the President. (Club may elect to have checks countersigned by the Secretary or other Officer in‑lieu of the President. Individuals authorized to sign checks should not be members of the same household.)

ARTICLE X ‑ DISBANDMENT

Section 1. This Club shall not vote to disband so long as five (5) members, in good standing, vote to continue. 

Section 2. XE "Disbandment" . Upon dissolution, the Club's Board of Directors shall make provisions for the payments of all liabilities and disposition of all Club assets including any additional monies that are available. No part of these assets and/or monies may be distributed to any club member, club director, club officer or private person, but shall become the property of American Cat Fanciers Association and may be dispatched either to ACFA Central Office or to another entity organized and operated for feline purposes. 

ARTICLE XI ‑ AMENDMENTS

Section 1. These Bylaws may be amended by the vote of 2/3 of all regular members in good standing. Such vote may be taken at any regular meeting or the vote may be taken by 2/3 of the members individually signing the proposed amendment.

Section 2. These Bylaws shall be reproduced and a copy provided each regular member of the Club upon acceptance of their application to membership. A copy of all amendments will be provided each regular member in good standing at the time of amendment.

Section 3. All amendments shall be forwarded to ACFA Central Office for the club file.

NOTE: Clubs must maintain a current copy of their Bylaws in the files of ACFA Central Office. Newly activated Clubs have 90 days after being chartered to submit their Bylaws to ACFA Central Office for review.

American Cat Fanciers Association

PO Box 1949

Nixa, MO 65714‑1949

Ph: 417‑725‑1530

Fax: 417‑725.1533

Email: acfa@aol.com
Website: www.acfacat.com
