Cattery of Distinction


AMERICAN CAT FANCIERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Facility Inspection Program
ACFA strives to promote the health of all cats through awareness and communications. We provide information, guidance, referrals and resources concerning feline health matters to breeders, veterinarians, humane/welfare organizations, the media and Cat Owners. To aid in the promotion of health and welfare of the cats, ACFA is initiating a Cattery/Cat Haven Facility Inspection program. 

ACFA's Facility Inspection Program Key Points 

· All ACFA-registered Catteries/Cat Havens are permitted to actively participate in the ACFA Facility Inspection program. 

· After successfully passing the inspection by a Facility Inspector, the ACFA-registered Cattery/Cat Haven owner(s) will receive a certificate stating that they have an ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven of Distinction. 

· ACFA will accept proof of current inspection and approval under any similar inspection program from any federal, state, county, provincial or local government, which has such an program in effect. The Cattery/Cat Haven owner(s) must pay the initial annual fee of $20.00 and will receive a certificate stating that they have an ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven of Distinction, which will expire no later than the certificate on which they are relying. Renewals will be done at the then-current renewal rate in the same manner. 

· For the first year of the Facility Inspection Program, ACFA will accept proof of current inspection and approval under any similar inspection program from any national cat registry which has such an program in effect. The Cattery/Cat Haven owner(s) must pay the initial annual fee of $20.00 and will receive a certificate stating that they have an ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven of Distinction, which will expire no later than the certificate on which they are relying. 

· For a period of one (1) year following the date on the certificate, the ACFA-registered Cattery/Cat Haven may advertise or otherwise promote the Cattery/Cat Haven, using the ACFA logo, stating it is an ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven of Distinction.   No cattery may use such advertising or promotional language during any time when the Facility Inspection Certificate is NOT in effect. 

Facility Inspection Program Definitions 

CATTERY: A multiple-cat household maintained for the purpose of protecting the heritage and desirable traits of the various breeds of pedigreed cats. A Cattery may contain intact cats maintained for the purposes of breeding pedigreed cats.
CAT HAVEN: A multiple-cat household maintained for the purpose of loving and protecting all non-pedigreed non-intact cats.
FACILITY INSPECTOR: A veterinarian or government animal inspector, licensed in the state in which the inspection is conducted.
	The FACILITIES INSPECTION PROGRAM FORMS and INSTRUCTIONS
· Requirements and Instructions 
· Minimum Standards 

· Cattery / Cat Haven Check List 
· Inspection Form 
	
	VIEWING FORMS -    The FORMS pages are best viewed on screens set to 800 pixels wide x 600 high


PRINTING FORMS -     To print the forms with the proper width and page breaks as seen on your monitor, set your printer to have margins of   0.5 inches on all 4 sides, (top, bottom, left, right).   To set margins, click on menu item "File" of your browser, then "Page Setup".
Note: The forms as viewed on your screen may have occasional disproportionate gaps between paragraphs. This is to position breaks in printing at the desired position.


The Friendly Association     
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Facility Inspection Program


Requirements and Instructions 

  

For Facility Inspectors: 

· As a Facility Inspector, you must be either a veterinarian or government animal inspector, who is currently licensed by the state in which the inspection is being conducted. 

· Facility Inspectors can be active breeders of pedigreed cats or active participants in ACFA. 

· ACFA will be relying on your professionalism to ensure only those deserving, high quality catteries and cat havens receive cattery approval ratings. 

· In completing the ACFA Facility Inspection Form, please use the "Minimum Standards" to help you score the 19 conditions starting on page 1 of the ACFA Facility Inspection Form. 

· It is your responsibility to complete the ACFA Facility Inspection Form during the inspection. You will complete two copies, keeping one. 

· Cattery/Cat Haven owners are responsible for any Inspection fees due to you. 

· If, for any reason, you feel a cattery or cat haven does not meet the minimum standards specified on the ACFA Facility Inspection Form, please annotate the appropriate area(s) as "unacceptable". 

· Please do not pass any cattery or cat haven with cats and/or kittens exhibiting signs of poor condition or contagious disease where they are not already under appropriate veterinary care. 

· At the end of the inspection, you sign the ACFA Facility Inspection Form, making sure to include your current identification number. 

· The Cattery/Cat Haven owner will give you a copy of the completed the ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven Checklist, a check payable to ACFA and, a stamped enveloped addressed to the ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator. 

· The ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator is:


ACFA Central Office 

PO Box 1949
Nixa MO 65714-1949 

PH: 417-725-5130    Fax: 417-725-1533
EMAIL: ACFA@aol.com
· You will mail the check, the Checklist and the Inspection Form in the envelope provided by the owner(s). 

· Keep the other copy of the completed ACFA Facility Inspection Form for your own records. 

For Cattery/Cat Haven Owners: 

· Before the Facility Inspection is conducted, you must have completed the ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven Checklist. 

· In completing the ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven Checklist, please use the "Minimum Standards" to help you evaluate the conditions in your cattery/cat haven. 

· If you wish to keep a copy of the completed ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven Checklist for your records, make that before the Facility Inspector arrives. 

· You will give two (2) copies of the blank Facility Inspection Form and at least one (1) of the "Minimum Standards" sheet to the Facility Inspector on arrival. 

· The completed Inspection Form must be signed by a Facility Inspector. 

· At the end of the inspection, you will give the Facility Inspector the completed Checklist, a check payable to ACFA for $20.00 for the first certification or $10.00 for the annual renewal fee, and a stamped enveloped addressed to the ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator. The ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator is ACFA Central Office  PO Box 1949 Nixa MO 65714-1949  Ph: 417-725-1530 Email: ACFA@aol.com. 
· To be eligible for the renewal fee, the Cattery/Cat Haven re-inspection must be conducted before the expiration date on the current certificate. 

· Cattery/Cat Haven owners do not mail these forms in to the Administrator. That is done only by the Facility Inspector. 

· Cattery/Cat Haven owners are responsible for any Inspection fees due to Facility Inspectors. 



ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator – 

                                                                ACFA Central Office

PO Box 1949
Nixa MO 65714-1949 

PH: 417-725-5130    Fax: 417-725-1533
EMAIL: ACFA@aol.com
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Facility Inspection Program


Minimum Standards 

Facility 

1. The facility, whether it is a private residence, a portion of a private residence or a separate structure, shall be structurally sound and maintained in good repair to protect the cats from injury, to protect the cats against overexposure to the elements, to contain the cats and to restrict the entrance of other animals. 

2. Supplies of food, bedding and interior building surfaces shall be maintained in a sanitary manner. 

3. Food shall be handled and stored in a manner that ensures against the introduction of parasites, disease vectors (such as insects) or chemical contaminants. Supplies of dry food shall be stored in an area that is cool, dry, clean and free of vermin and other potential contaminants. Refrigeration shall be provided for supplies of perishable food. 

4. The facility shall be adequately heated and cooled to protect the cats from excessive cold and heat. The temperature shall be maintained in a range that ensures that the cats will not suffer from heat stress or from cold stress. 

5. The facility shall be adequately ventilated to provide for the health and comfort of the cats at all times. The facility shall be provided with a source of fresh air by means of windows, doors, or vents and shall be ventilated in a manner that minimizes drafts, odors, and moisture conditions. 

6. An access to shelter shall be provided for cats to allow them to remain dry at all times. 

Primary Enclosures 

1. A primary enclosure shall be structurally sound and maintained in good repair to protect the cats to remain dry and clean. 

2. A primary enclosure shall provide sufficient space to allow each enclosed cat to turn freely and to easily stand, sit and lie in a comfortable position. The minimum primary enclosure space for a single cat weighing 4 pounds. or more is 30 cubic feet. 

3. A primary enclosure shall be constructed and maintained so that cats have a convenient access to clean food, water and litter. 

4. The number of cats in a primary enclosure shall not exceed the number, which would prevent proper ventilation and sanitation. 

5. A primary enclosure shall not be constructed or maintained with an exposed wire mesh bottom or any other material that will injure the feet or legs of a cat. 

6. If the primary enclosure is not of sufficient size to allow the cat(s) to express their specialized locomotor patterns, then a area shall be made available for the cat(s) to exercise and scratch at least once a day. 

Feeding and Water 

1. Cats shall be fed at least once each day except as otherwise required by a veterinarian. The foods shall be free from contamination and shall be wholesome, and of sufficient quantity to meet the normal daily requirements for the condition and size of the cat. Food shall be provided in sufficient amounts to ensure normal growth in kittens and maintenance of normal body weight in adults. 

2. Food receptacles shall be accessible to all cats and shall be located to prevent contamination. Feeding dishes shall be kept clean. 

Cleaning and Sanitation 

1. Primary enclosures, the facility and storage spaces shall be cleaned with appropriate disinfectants as often as is necessary to keep them free of dirt, debris and harmful contamination. 

2. Easily accessible litter pans shall be provided for all cats at all times. 

3. The cattery facility shall be kept clean and remain free of an accumulation of debris and excreta. 

4. Feces and soiled litter material shall be removed from all litter pans at least once a day. 

5. All accessory equipment, such as feeding bowls and watering devices, shall be washed and sanitized frequently to keep them clean and free from contamination. 

6. An effective program for the control of insects shall be established and maintained using animal safe products. 

Health Care 

1. The Cattery/Cat Haven shall promptly provide medical care to any cat-in-distress and/or any cat exhibiting signs of severe illness. 

2. Cats shall be observed daily and diseased cats shall promptly be provided with medical care. 

3. A vaccination program is recommended with well-documented records kept on each cat. 

4. Cats shall be kept clean, free of severe coat mats and generally groomed. 

Cruelty 

1. Cats residing in the Cattery/Cat Haven shall be treated humanely and without neglect. 

2. Catteries/Cat Havens shall not allow a cat to be deprived of necessary sustenance, potable water and clean quarters. 

3. Catteries/Cat Havens shall not allow a cat to be beaten, mutilated or cruelly treated. 
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Facility Inspection Program


CATTERY/CAT HAVEN CHECKLIST 

This form is to be completed by the Cattery/Cat Haven Owner(s).
One signed copy goes to the ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator 

Name of Owner(s):____________________________________________________________________________

Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
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( this must be the address of the facility inspected. )

City: _____________________________________State/Province: _____ PC/ZIP:_____________ Country: _____

ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven Registered Name(s): ______________________________________________________

Date Completed: ______________       Telephone: ______________ Email: _______________________________
	Is there a program in place to control insects, pests and vermin?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Is the facility itself clean?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Is the food preparation area sanitary?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Is the water and food stored and handled in a sanitary manner?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Is waste disposal and drainage appropriate?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Do all cats exhibit good skin/coat conditions?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Are they groomed and is the fur free of severe mats?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Do all cats have proper weight for their size?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Are all medications secured properly?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Are all cats appropriately inoculated?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	If inoculations are self-administered are all records up to date and current?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Are any cats exhibiting signs of contagious disease isolated from all others?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	Is a program in place to protect all cats from any outside predators?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]


  

	Signed:__________________________________________________ Cattery/Cat Haven Owner(s)

	Please Print Name(s): _____________________________________________________

	ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven #(s): ____________________________________________
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Facility Inspection Program


INSPECTION FORM 

This form to be completed by the Facility Inspector Only.
One signed copy is to be returned to the ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator 

Name of Owner(s):____________________________________________________________________________

Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________________


( this must be the address of the facility inspected. )

City: _____________________________________State/Province: _____ PC/ZIP:_____________ Country: _____

ACFA Cattery/Cat Haven Registered Name(s): ______________________________________________________

Date Completed: ______________       Telephone: ______________ Email: _______________________________

Score conditions as follows:

	U = 0 = unacceptable
1 = Below Standard
2 = Standard
	3 = Above Standard
4 = Excellent
( An average total score of less than 2.5 is ineligible for approval )
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	FACILITIES
	Conditions

	(1)
	Construction
	________

	(2)
	Shelter
	________

	(3)
	Maintenance
	________

	(4)
	Sanitation
	________

	(5)
	Cages
	________

	(6)
	Water and Electric
	________

	(7)
	Light / Dark
	________

	(8)
	Heating / Cooling
	________

	(9)
	Ventilation
	________

	(10)
	Waste Disposal
	________

	(11)
	Food Storage
	________

	(12)
	Feeding
	________

	(13)
	Watering
	________

	(14)
	Cleaning
	________

	(15)
	Housekeeping
	________

	(16)
	Pest Control
	________

	(17)
	Animal Appearance
	________

	(18)
	Exercise
	________

	(16)
	Identification
	________




                The following questions are to be answered either "YES" or "NO"

A.   GENERAL
	(1)
	Is there enough space provided so that each cat that is housed in the Cattery / Cat Haven can get adequate exercise?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(2)
	Are there enough litter boxes provided for the number of cats being housed?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(3)
	Is the facility clean?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(4)
	Are safety precautions being taken such as assuring there are no open flames or hazardous materials where the cats can get to them? Are all wall plugs at the floor covered? Are there smoke detectors/carbon monoxide detectors/fire extinguishers as needed for the individual facility?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]
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B. CATTERY / CAT HAVEN FACILITIES
	(1)
	If caging is used, is the space adequate for the size of the cat? For example, one cat weighing 4 pounds or more should be housed in at least 30 cu ft of cage.
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]
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	(2)
	In general, is the cage space adequate for each cat taking into account the activity level of the breed?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(3)
	Are there any cages with wire mesh bottoms?
( If answer is yes, Cattery/Cat Haven can not be approved )
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(4)
	Are the cages clean with no dirt or hair on them?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(5)
	If the cats are caged, are they able to stand, turn and move easily?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]


	(6)
	If there is an outdoor component to the Cattery/Cat Haven, is shelter provided so the cats can remain dry all the time?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(7)
	If there is an outdoor component to the Cattery/Cat Haven, is 

sufficient shade provided to the cats?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]











C. CLEANLINESS
	(1)
	Does the Cattery/Cat Haven appear clean?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]
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	(2)
	Are the litter boxes adequate in number for the cat population?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(3)
	Are the sides of the litterboxes and the inside of the hood of any hooded litterboxes clean?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(4)
	Is the food stored properly in a place and a manner where it will be assured to be free of any contamination or exposure to feces or outside elements?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]


D. CATS
	(1)
	Do all the cats exhibit good skin/coat condition?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]
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	(2)
	Does the owner say that each cat is observed daily?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(3)
	Are the cats groomed, and without severe mats?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(4)
	Are any of the cats obviously ill, without being under medical care?
( If answer is yes, Cattery/Cat Haven can not be approved )
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(5)
	Do the cats exhibit proper weight for their size, age and breed?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(6)
	Is there a program in place to prevent parasites?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(7)
	Are any parasites present, without a parasite control program in place?
( If answer is yes, Cattery/Cat Haven can not be approved )
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]

	(8)
	Are the cats clean?
	Yes [   ]     No [   ]


For the Cattery/Cat Haven to pass inspection, it must have "Yes" answers to all questions, except to B3, D4 & D7.   These three questions must be answered "No" for the Cattery/Cat Haven to pass an inspection. 

  

	Signed:__________________________________________________ Facilities Inspector

	Please Print Name(s): ______________________________________

	Facilities Inspector Identification #: __________________________

	Office Telephone No._______________________________


ACFA Facility Inspection Program Administrator

                                                                 ACFA Central Office 

PO Box 1949
Nixa MO 65714-1949 

PH: 417-725-5130    Fax: 417-725-1533
EMAIL: ACFA@aol.com
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