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MEMBERSHIP ISSUES

07-12. 501(c)(4) Filing

A motion was made (Blackmore/Eastwood) that if anyone wants a copy of ACFA’s 501(c)(4) filing that the cost will be $100.    Motion passed unanimously.

August 2007

07-11. Central Office Lease Renewal

A motion was made (Fawcett/Eastwood) to sign the three (3) year lease (effective February 2008-2011).  Motion passed unanimously. 

August 2007

06-12. Denial of Membership Privileges

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Eastwood) that in cases where proof of conviction of cruelty to animals in a court of law is documented and delivered to Central Office, the defendant will be denied membership and all privileges and services of ACFA immediately and will be notified of such action by Central Office.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2006

05-21. Create New Northern Plains Region

It was moved and seconded (Osborne, Risberg) that the Western Canada and North Central Regions be allowed to vote on a proposal to create a new region, to be known as Northern Plains Region, which will consist of the present Western Canada Region (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut), and North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska from the current North Central Region.  If the proposal passes, the new region will come into existence on the first day of the 2006-2007 show season, and the appropriate ACFA rules will be adjusted accordingly.  Motion approved, 9 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain (Nelson, NC).

August 2005

05-10. Waive Membership Late Penalty Fee

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Henneke) to waive the $100 fees for continuity for memberships ending December 2004, for this year only.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

CLUB/SHOW ISSUES

07-09. Uniform Mileage Reimbursement Rate

A motion was made and seconded (Blackmore, Murphy) that the BOD establish a uniform mileage rate.  Motion approved, 1 No (Henneke, SC).

A motion was made and seconded (Eastwood, Murphy) that we round down the IRS mileage rate by 10 to be effective immediately.  Motion passed, unanimous.

February 2007

07-08. Entry Clerk Restriction with Judge in Same Household

A motion was made and seconded (Risberg, Eastwood) that it is ACFA’s policy that no one may be an Entry Clerk for a show for which a member of the same household will be judging.  Motion passed, 8 Yes, 2 No  (Fawcett NW, Nelson NC).

February 2007

07-06. Clerking Mechanical Errors

A motion was made and seconded (Henneke, Steckman) to have the Clerking Administrator send a letter of constructive criticism in the case of mechanical errors on the part of a Clerk and Master Clerk.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2007

07-03. Benefit Show Policy – Minimum donation

A motion was made (Henneke, Murphy) that the monies taken in from Judges fees be turned in to CO. Motion passed, 7 Yes, 3 No  (Nelson NC, Fawcett NW, Risberg EC).

February 2007

06-01. Ring & Master Clerks To Get Copy Of Judging Error

It was moved and seconded (Braun, Steckman) that Central Office copy to the Ring Clerk and Master Clerk when a Judge gets a letter stating there was an error.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2006

05-22. Favorite Show of the Year Award

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Nelson) to accept the proposal to create a Favorite Show of the Year Award. Motion approved 5 yes, 5 no (Braun, MC; Henneke, SC; Blackmore, SW; Fawcett, NW; Murphy, SW), Carol Barbee voting Yes.

August 2005

05-08. Entry Clerk Guide

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Eastwood) to accept the document as corrected as the ACFA Entry Clerk Guide.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

05-04. Little Lion Award
It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Braun) to approve the award.  Motion approved, unanimous. [Appendix 05-04]

February 2005

04-10. Regional Surcharges

It was moved and seconded (Braun, Osborne) that ACFA policy for distribution of the regional surcharge will be to the region in which a show is held. It was noted that this becomes effective immediately. Motion approved, 8 yes, 3 no (Henneke, SC; Nelson, NC; Albert, NE).

August 2004

04-07. Cruise Date/Show Date Conflicts

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Murphy) to designate the first two weekends in May as a historic date for the Cruise and no show license will be issued for those weekends prior to December 1. Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2004

04-02. CFF Reciprocity Agreement

It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Braun) that we discontinue the reciprocity agreement with CFF as of May 1, 2004 with the exception of any judges already contracted for shows. Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2004

04-01. Debtor’s List

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Henneke) that the list of nonpayers be placed in the show supplies packet.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2004

WEBSITE ISSUES

07-15. Commercial Advertising on Website

Lisa Rowe, Webmaster, will set up a separate Web page just for classified ads, in two separate categories – commercial and non-commercial. Monthly ads will be monitored. Non-commercial fees will be $10 per month for the ad, up to 25 words, and $5 extra for a photo or a link. Restrictions would be to ACFA members and they have to advertise cats or cat related items. We will have a disclaimer on the front page.  Commercial ads would be restricted to cat product related companies that would be approved for a whole page for $50 a month or $500 a year.  Veto power over the ad page on the Website will be given to Lisa, who will be allowed to screen the ads and should questions arise she would check with CO or, if necessary, the Executive Committee.  

A motion was made (Steckman, Murphy) to accept classified and commercial advertising on the Website with the above discussed criteria and pricing. Motion passed unanimously.  

August 2007

07-05. Additional Breeder Listings on the Website

A motion was made and seconded (Fawcett, Henneke) that if more than the standard number of breeds, currently two, are to be listed on the website that $10 be charged each additional breed.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2007

07-04.  Website Breeder Listing Complaints

A motion was made and seconded (Fawcett, Nelson) that any complaint resolution should be referred to the Executive Committee.  Motion approved, 9 Yes, 1 No  (Eastwood 1st VP).

February 2007

06-11. Website Photos

It was moved and seconded (Blackmore, Osborne) that Carol Barbee be designated as the ACFA representative for placing photographs on the Web Page. Carol Barbee agreed to do it but asked for help from First Vice President Judy Eastwood. 

Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2006

06-04. Rainbow Bridge Program

It was moved and seconded (Blackmore, Risberg) that the minimum for Web Site publication of donors be $10.00.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2006

06-02. Allow Paid Classified Ads on Website

It was moved and seconded (Braun, Risberg) to allow paid classified ads on the website.  Motion approved, 10 yes, 1 no (Fawcett, NW)

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Blackmore) to form a committee to examine all aspects of this and come back with a report in August.  Wayne Henneke will be chair and appoint his own committee. Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2006

05-26. Website Links

It was moved and seconded (Nelson, Braun) that it is Board Policy that all links on the ACFA website be restricted only to companies with which we have sponsoring relationships or which pay for banner ads. Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2005

BOARD/COMMITTEE ISSUES

07-01. Sarbanes Oxley Policies

It was moved and seconded (Risberg, Eastwood) to accept the Conflict of Interest Policy. Motion approved, unanimous. [Appendix 07-01a]

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Murphy) to accept the Whistler Blowers Policy.  Motion approved, unanimous. [Appendix 07-01b]

It was moved and seconded (Blackmore, Risberg) to accept the Record Retention and Destruction Policy.   Motion approved, unanimous. [Appendix 07-01c]

February 2007

06-07. Committee for Evaluation of Executive Director’s Performance

It was moved and seconded (Henneke, Blackmore) that a committee be appointed to develop an annual evaluation of the performance of the Executive Director.  Motion approved, 11 yes, 1 no (Fawcett, NW)

Carol Barbee appointed Wayne Henneke as chair with Jim Mendenhall as the other member.

August 2006

06-06. Prohibit Loans to Officers 

It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Steckman) that effective immediately ACFA will assume a new policy prohibiting loans to officers, employees and trustees.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2006

06-05. Board Packet Mailing

It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Eastwood) that standard procedure for sending Board Materials for meetings be by postal service except when circumstances prohibit.  Motion approved, unanimous.  

August 2006

05-24. Legislative Committee Report

It was moved and seconded (Henneke, Murphy) to adopt the Position Paper as official ACFA policy. Motion approved, unanimous. [Appendix 05-24]

August 2005

05-20. Restriction of Live Cats in Boardroom

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Fawcett) that it is Board policy that new breeds requesting experimental or probationary status may not bring live cats to the Boardroom.  Any NBC accepted prior to May 1, 2006 shall be grand fathered under current practice. Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2005

04-17. Master Breeder Exhibitor Proposal

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Albert) to approve the concept of the Master Breeder Exhibitor proposal.  Motion approved, unanimous.

Regarding the committee Jenny Nelson would be the chair.  Carol Barbee asked Wayne Henneke to be the Board Member on the committee.  John Ypma, Norma Anderson, Camille Rogers and a Judge to be named later will be the remaining members.

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Risberg) to appoint the named members of the committee.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2004

04-16. Animal Welfare Committee

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Eastwood) to accept the proposal from the Animal Welfare Committee.  Motion approved, unanimous.

It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Murphy) that it is Board Policy that any action by an individual member of the Animal Welfare Committee or any ACFA member acting outside the Committee is an action attributable to that individual, not to ACFA. Motion approved 10 yes, 1 no (Albert, NE)

August 2004

JUDGE ISSUES

07-07. Judging License Late Fee 

A motion was made and seconded (Steckman, Eastwood) that a judging license may be reinstated up to 30 days after April 30th with a reinstatement fee of $100 plus the judging license fee.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2007

06-13. Prohibit Judge Sponsorships

It was moved and seconded (Henneke, Eastwood) that it is the Board’s interpretation of Show Rules that no Judge or member of the Judge’s household can sponsor anything in any way for the entire weekend of a show in which they are officiating, effective immediately except for shows for which commitments have already been made. Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2006

06-09. CCA Reciprocity Agreement

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Risberg) to approve the Reciprocity Agreement with the additional sentence in item 1.  “Each Association will provide a current list of Judges to the other and will advise of changes as they occur.”  Motion approved, 7 yes, 4 no (Steckman, NE; Murphy, SW; Fawcett, NW; Braun, MC) [Appendix 06-09]

August 2006

05-18. Judges Opening Cat’s Mouths

It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Murphy) that the Board of Directors directs Judges not to intentionally open cats' mouths during judging.  Motion approved, 7 yes, 3 no (Braun, MC; Nelson, NC; Mendenhall)

August 2005

05-13. Judges Required To Meet Judging/Showing Requirements

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Eastwood) that all age and service related exceptions be rescinded immediately.  Motion approved, 9 yes, 1 no (Braun, MC).

February 2005

05-05. ID Guest Judge Status

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Eastwood) to grant special dispensation to allow the ID Guest Judges, if it does not conflict with their Mother Association, to judge outside their group when judging ACFA shows on foreign soil.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

04-18. ACFA Shows Held Outside North America

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Murphy) to give dispensation to permit 50% ACFA Judges and 50% guest Judges at any ACFA show held outside of North America.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2004

04-05. Trainees Involvement at Shows

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Osborne) that a trainee may not serve in any official show capacity for a show at which they are training. Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2004

04-03. Championship Trainees Status

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Risberg) that championship trainees are not automatically HHP Judges and are not licensed Master Clerks.  Motion approved, 10 yes, 1 no (Mendenhall, WC).

February 2004

BREED/REGISTRATION ISSUES

07-14. Acceptance of Peterbalds

A motion was made (Risberg/Eastwood) that we accept the Peterbald breed as a Probationary breed coming from another association.  Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made (Murphy/Risberg) to make the Peterbald Probationary status immediate.  Motion passed unanimously.

August 2007

06-14. Recognition of Cat Registries

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Steckman) that it is ACFA Board Policy for purposes of recognition; major cat associations will be CCA, CFA, TICA, and the international associations GCCF, GCCA, ACF, Famkat, CAA, and any other association so recognized. Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2006

06-08. Pixiebob Advancement to Probationary

It was moved and seconded (Henneke, Murphy) to advance the Pixiebob breed to probationary status.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2006

06-03. Standardization of Colors

It was moved and seconded (Osborne, Murphy) to authorize the standardization of color descriptions. Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2006

05-23. Acceptance of Pixiebobs as Experimental

It was moved and seconded (Risberg, Blackmore) to accept Pixiebobs as an ACFA registered breed with experimental status and with the requirements as listed with the DNA testing, to become official January 1, 2006.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2005

05-16. Rewording of Modified Moratorium Statement.
It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Murphy) to accept the proposed wording.

1.  Any breed with a species other than Felis Catus anywhere in its recent ancestry, as defined by CITES, or a deliberate and undisputed use of a non-Felis Catus species in the development of the breed.
2.  Any breed with a physical deformity that is a defining characteristic of the breed and which is associated with serious health-affective conditions.

Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2005

05-11. Acceptance of Pixiebob Breed

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Murphy) to accept the Pixiebob Breed for Experimental Status as a Developed Breed with the Registration restrictions and standards agreed to.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

05-07. Accept Golden and Sepia Series

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Murphy) to accept the Golden Series and the Sepia Series to the ACFA Color List.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

05-06. Bengal Ancestry Allowed

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Risberg) that the Board of Directors accepts Bengal as grand fathered into the ancestry of any new breed.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

05-02. Rescind LaPerm Experimental Status

It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Eastwood) to rescind the experimental status of the LaPerms on August 1, 2005 unless they have shown at least 10 times.  Motion approved, 6 yes, 3 no (Osborne, 2VP; Risberg, EC; Nelson, NC)
February 2005

05-01. Chantilly Advancement

It was moved and seconded (Fawcett, Murphy) that the Chantilly breed be placed under the new guidelines for experimental breeds starting officially today and be given a period of three years in order to advance.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

04-15. Advancement of American Bobtails

It was moved and seconded (Henneke, Risberg) to advance ABL and ABS to championship status subject to the changes in the Standards, Registration Rules and Show rules that were agreed to.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2004

04-14. Prepaid Kitten Registrations

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Risberg) that ACFA offer breeders the option of pre-paying individual registrations at the time the litter registration form is submitted.  To use this option, the breeder must pre-register all kittens in the litter.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2004

04-12. Modifying New Breed Moratorium

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Albert) to modify the moratorium on new breeds to allow ACFA to recognize any new breed except:

1.  Any breed with a species other than Felis Catus ANYWHERE in its background, and,

2.  Any breed with a physical deformity that is a defining characteristic of the breed and which is associated with serious health-affecting conditions.

Any breed applying for acceptance by ACFA as an experimental breed must be represented by 10 ACFA members with ACFA-registered Catteries.

Application and supporting documentation for acceptance of a new breed must be received by Central Office, along with a fee to be determined by the Board, no later than 60 days prior to a convened session of the Board.

Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2004

04-09. Advancement of American Bobtails

It was moved and seconded (Risberg, Eastwood) to approve the advancement of the American Bobtail Longhair and American Bobtail Shorthair to Probationary Status effective May 1, 2004.  

February 2004

SPONSORSHIP ISSUES 

07-10. Accept Checks Your Way

A motion was made and seconded  (Eastwood, Mendenhall) to accept the Checks Your Way as a sponsor.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2007

05-25. Precious Pets Jewelry

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Risberg) to approve the agreement with Precious Pets.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2005

05-12. Acceptance of Revival Animal Health Proposal

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Nelson) to accept the proposal from Revival Animal Health.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

05-09. Approval of Sponsorship Committee

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Fawcett) to establish a Sponsorship Committee.  Motion approved, unanimous.

It was moved and seconded (Nelson, Risberg) to appoint Camille Rogers, Amy Hansen, Rebecca Ansari, Linda Nelson, Jenny Nelson, Laura Gregory, Wayne Henneke and Don Finger (chair) to the Sponsorship Committee. Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2005

05-03. Rainbow Bridge Program

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Risberg) to accept the proposal. Motion approved, unanimous. [Appendix 05-03]
February 2005

PRICE/FEE CHANGES
07-13. Fee for Disputed Registrations

A motion was made (Fawcett/Eastwood) to set up the disputed registration fee as $20.  9 Yes, 1 No (Hornung SE). Motion passed.

August 2007

07-02. Price Increases

It was moved and seconded (Steckman, Murphy) effective May 1 to raise the cost of Member Litter Registrations and Member Individual Registrations from $7 to $10.  Motion approved, unanimous. 

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Steckman) effective May 1 to raise Non-Member Litter and Individual Registrations from $17 to $20.  Motion approved, unanimous.

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Steckman) effective May 1 to raise Member Ownership Transfer W/O Cattery Name from $7 to $10 and Non-Member Transfer W/O Cattery Name from $13 to $20.  Motion approved, unanimous.

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Steckman) effective May 1 to raise Membership Ownership Transfer with Cattery Name from $10 to $15 and Non-Member Ownership Transfer with Cattery Name from $16 to $25.  Motion approved, unanimous.

It was moved and seconded  (Eastwood, Fawcett) to raise Cattery and Cat Haven Suffix Name Addition to $10.  Motion approved, 9 Yes, 1 No (Henneke SC).

It was moved and seconded (Steckman, Murphy) to raise the fee for Bulletin Statements to $20.  Motion approved, 7 yes, 3 No (Mendenhall NP, Nelson NC, Henneke SC).

February 2007

06-10. Raise JPC Filing Fees

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Steckman) to raise the filing fee for JPC action to $200.00 effective immediately.  Motion approved, 9 yes, 2 no (Risberg, EC; Mendenhall, NP)

It was moved and seconded (Osborne, Murphy) to make the JPC appeal fee $200.00 effective immediately.  Motion approved, 10 yes, 1 no (Risberg, EC)

August 2006

05-19. Increase Litter Fees Over 3 Months Old

It was moved and seconded (Risberg, Eastwood) to add $3 increase to any litter registered after 3 months old, depending on passage of the change dealing with kitten colors,  Article V, Sec. 2.  The litter application must be postmarked prior to the 3-month birthday.  Proposal to become effective beginning of the 2006 show season. Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2005

05-17. Charter Renewal Increase

It was moved and seconded (Blackmore, Eastwood) to raise the Charter Fee to $30.

An amendment was moved and seconded (Blackmore, Eastwood) to "and only send revised copies of the Bylaws with the Charter". On the amendment, motion passed, 

9 yes, 1 no (Mendenhall, WC). On the original motion, motion passed, 8 yes, 2 no [Braun, MC; Henneke, SC].

August 2005

05-15. Title Confirm Fee Increase

It was moved and seconded (Risberg, Eastwood) to raise the fees for Champion confirmations by $2 starting at the beginning of the next show season. Motion approved, 8 yes, 2 no (Henneke, SC; Mendenhall, WC)

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Eastwood) to raise all HHP confirmations by $2 effective at the beginning of the next show season.  Motion approved, 9 yes, 1 no (Risberg, EC)

August 2005

05-14. Increase Judge Application Fees

It was moved and seconded (Mendenhall, Risberg) to increase Judging program and HHP Judge applications both to $15. Motion Approved, unanimous.

August 2005

04-13. Establishment of New Breed Fee

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Risberg) that the filing fee for new breeds be set at $300.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2004

04-11. POR Fee

It was moved and seconded (Murphy, Osborne) to raise the cost of an individually purchased POR to $30.00.  Motion approved, unanimous.

August 2004

04-08. HHP Judge Fees

It was moved and seconded (Eastwood, Mendenhall) that the fee be $30 if the HHP judge is contracted in advance.  In situations where they are taken off the floor to judge HHP in someone else’s place, they will be paid whatever the judge they are replacing would have been paid, up to a max of $30. Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2004

04-06. Raise in Judging Fees

It was moved and seconded (Cedar, Fawcett) to raise the Judge fees $0.05 additional in 2004-2005 and an additional $0.05 in 2005-2006. Motion approved, 4 yes, 2 no (Risberg, EC; Henneke, SC), 5 abstain (Murphy, SW; Mendenhall, WC; Eastwood, 1 VP; Braun, MC; Albert, NE).

February 2004

04-04. Establish Fee for HHP Judges

It was moved and seconded (Risberg, Albert) that we establish the fee of $30.00 to be paid to HHP judges.  Motion approved, unanimous.

February 2004

APPENDIX

Sarbanes Oxley Policies

07-01a. Conflict of Interest Policy

FIDUCIARY DUTIES/CONFLICT OF INTEREST COVENANT

I agree that in view of my service as a Director of the American Cat Fanciers Association, Inc. (ACFA) that I will disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest or any situation that might give the appearance of a conflict of interest.

Upon request of the ACFA President (and in the President’s case, the ACFA Vice President), I will submit a written statement disclosing my business or financial transactions undertaken since the beginning of the preceding calendar year (or at any other time is relevant) that I, any member of my family, or a significant other may have had with the ACFA or any group or individual doing business with the ACFA or its contractors.

I further agree that I will not take part in discussions on nor vote on any matter in which I, members of my family, or any significant others have a business or financial interest.

I also agree that no part of the assets of the ACFA shall inure, directly or indirectly, to my benefit, except to the extent I have performed services or for which I am entitled to reimbursement for expenses I have incurred on behalf of the ACFA or as otherwise authorized by the ACFA.

I recognize that any conflict of interest statement that may be required, as described above, is essential to the business operations of the ACFA and, if requested, would constitute an essential part of this covenant.

I understand that my failure to abide by any aspect of this Covenant Statement shall cause my directorship to be subject to termination for cause pursuant to the ACFA Bylaws.
07-01b. Whistleblowers Policy

ACFA Whistleblower Protection Policy

American Cat Fanciers Association, Inc. (ACFA) encourages its employees to report suspected or actual illegal or improper activity, financial or otherwise.  ACFA will not condone any activity that is illegal or improper whether done by a Board Member or employee.

Report to the Executive Director or President any activities that you believe to be illegal or improper.  Employees will be protected against retaliatory actions resulting from reporting unethical conduct.  Any employee who feels that adverse action has been taken toward him/her due to a report of improper activity should notify the Executive Director or the President as soon as possible.

07-01c. Record Retention and Destruction Policy

Record Retention and Document Destruction Policy

(based on National Center for Nonprofit Associations policy)

American Cat Fanciers Association, Inc. (ACFA) shall retain records for the period of their immediate or current use, unless longer retention is necessary for historical reference or to comply with contractual or legal requirements.  Records and documents outlined in this policy include paper, electronic files (including e-mail) and voicemail records regardless of where the document is stored, including network servers, desktop or laptop computers and handheld computers and other wireless devices with text messaging capabilities.

In accordance with 18 U.S.C. Section 1519 and the Sarbanes Oxley Act, an Association shall not knowingly destroy a document with the intent to obstruct or influence an “investigation or proper administration of any matter within the jurisdiction of any department agency of the United States … or in relation to or contemplation of such matter or case.”  If an official investigation is underway or even suspected, document purging must stop in order to avoid criminal obstruction.

In order to eliminate accidental or innocent destruction, ACFA has the following document retention requirements. The following table provides sample minimum requirements.

Permanent Files

Audits

Articles of Incorporation/Charter Documents

Board Minutes

Bulletins

Bylaws/Show Rules/Registration Rules/Standards

Chart of Accounts

Club Files

Contracts, Mortgages, Leases, Loan Documents, Other Legal Matters

Depreciation Schedules

Employee Records

Parade of Royalties

Pedigrees/Cat and Litter Registrations/Household Pets

Tax Returns

7 Years

Accounts Receivable/Payable Ledgers & Schedules

Financial Statements, Trial Balances, Journals, General Ledgers

Insurance Claims

Invoices

Inventory Records

Judges’ Books/Show Catalogs

Payroll Records

3 Years

Ballots – Board and Member

Bank Reconciliations, Bank Statements, Cancelled Checks

Credit Card statements

Club Packets

Important General Correspondence/Emails
Judge Information (Schools, Packets)

06-09. CCA Reciprocity Agreement

Reciprocity Agreement

The American Cat Fanciers Association (ACFA) and The Canadian Cat Association (CCA) hereby enter into an agreement of Judge Reciprocity under the following terms.

1. Any Allbreed Judge in good standing with his/her association may judge for the other association. Each Association will provide a current list of Judges to the other and will advise of changes as they occur.

2.  Licensing and/or membership in the other Association is not required.

3.  Judging rules, fees and all other conditions will be governed by the Rules of the Association that is sanctioning the show.

4.  Judges will use the Breed Standards of the Association sanctioning the show.

5.  Fees and other expenses will be paid in the currency of the country in which the show is held.

6. Each Association will advise the other of any changes in its Rules which affect the requirements for getting and maintaining a judging license. 

7.  Each Association will advise the other of any reciprocity agreement entered into with any other association. Judges in those other associations are not covered by this Agreement.

8. Either ACFA or CCA may terminate this Agreement at any time by notifying the other in writing. Judges holding contracts at the time of termination will be allowed to honor those contracts.

05-24. PAWS Legislative Position Paper

POSITION PAPER – PAWS

“PET ANIMAL WELFARE STATUTE OF 2005”

Senate Bill 1139/House Bill 2669

The American Cat Fanciers Association opposes the proposed “PAWS” legislation as written for the following reasons:


(
ACFA believes breeders who sell directly to the public are adequately regulated. State and local jurisdictions already have laws regarding animal welfare. Why add another layer of bureaucracy when state and local governments already have enforcement power?


(
ACFA believes the federal government is not needed to inspect people’s homes. The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) regulates commercial wholesalers of pets. Cat breeding is generally done in the privacy of one’s home, by individuals wanting to produce healthy, well-socialized kittens. Few of these homes would meet the “kennel” requirements of AWA, yet they consistently produce healthy kittens who go into new homes and understand the difference between furniture and the scratching post, thus making an easier transition for both kitten and new owner.


(
ACFA believes the cat fancy is doing its part to educate breeders and provide inspection services. The major cat registries all provide cattery certification. Meetings of cat fanciers, including shows and cat email lists, provide a source of education and communication for breeders.


(
ACFA believes the production of six litters of kittens annually is not a commercial breeding program.  We understand that fanciers with as few as 4-5 females will likely fall under PAWS regulation, since cat breeders often breed more than once a year, for the health of their female cats. We know that it’s impossible to predict how many kittens you’ll have in a litter, or when that litter will actually be sold. We believe there will be large numbers of catteries that would fall under PAWS guidelines just one year out of several. Yet the cattery would be regulated unless it managed to get itself taken off the regulatory list.


(
ACFA does not believe PAWS legislation will prohibit or better screen Internet sales or ads in the paper. Furthermore, we see no scientific evidence that such sales relate to animal neglect or substandard conditions. These are simply two means of breeders communicating with potential buyers.


(
ACFA believes those involved in cat rescue are trying their best to take cats in untenable situations and place them into permanent homes. Sometimes this may require large numbers of felines to be moved through a particular location and creative solutions for housing and care. We do not believe it is in the cats’ or the government’s best interest to try to regulate this charitable effort.

Adopted Thursday, August 18, 2005

American Cat Fanciers Association

PO Box 1949

Nixa MO 65714-1949

Phone: 417-725-1530

www.acfacat.com

05-04. Little Lion Award
I respectfully request an Item be placed on the Semi-Annual ACFA agenda for Board Approval of the Little Lion Award at the next and subsequent Annuals.

This request asks for NO money, nor time from the Board or Central Office.  This request is simply for space on the Annual Awards Banquet program to present  the “Little Lion Award”.

Most ACFA exhibitors remember Shirwood’s Little Lion from our previous show year, not just her 3rd Best InterAmerican HHP award, but for her personality on the judges table, bringing laughs, smiles and enjoyment to the ring.  The circumstances and untimely demise of this beloved cat has prompted friends of Shirley Filipello to honor her once-in-a-lifetime cat by creating an Annual Award in her honor.  

The award would be presented to the Cat / Kitten / Household Pet, shown in the recent show year, which best embodies a loving, trusting and delightful temperament, and who often graces judges with “kisses” or nuzzles.    This feline selection will come from the Little Lion Committee, which will be chaired (temporarily) by the undersigned.  

The committee will be comprised mainly of ACFA judges, who are/were the object of feline affections.  The committee will provide the award trophy through sponsorship.

The committee will provide details and script for the Banquet Announcer, OR alternately will provide the presenter, should the banquet host defer another to make the Award presentation.

Within the body of ACFA members working to promote the Little Lion Award, is an additional movement towards a corporate sponsor; a company willing to make donations to Feline Research in memory of Little Lion AND themselves as Sponsor.  For corporate sponsorship, the committee will be working through the ACFA sponsorship committee.

Jerry Braun

05-03. Rainbow Bridge Program
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Rainbow Bridge Memorial Program

This program was conceived in January 2005 and with the help of Board Members, friends and Central Office Staff, the program was finally completed in October 2006. We wanted a way for our ACFA family to be able to share stories and memories of their special feline friends after they have gone to the Rainbow Bridge.

Now, there is a way, right within our ACFA house, to pay tribute to the memory of that special cat, either personally or for the cat of a friend or loved one. By expressing your love through a memorial contribution to ACFA, you can help ensure that your fur friend is remembered, that human friends will know that your special kitty has gone to the Rainbow Bridge and to help ACFA do what it does in the best way possible. Help keep the memory of a special cat alive by supporting ACFA. 
Whatever the circumstances, the death of a feline companion can be a very traumatic experience — one filled with grief and sometimes with feelings of guilt. This time of loss is a vulnerable time, and a time when a friend's caring and understanding is especially meaningful and comforting.

When you participate in the Rainbow Bridge Memorial Program, ACFA will send a condolence letter to your friend or relative in memory of their beloved feline. Your expression of compassion can be a very meaningful and comforting gesture to a grieving pet owner. Gift amounts are not disclosed but may be if the donor so wishes; however, gifts of $100 or more will be published on the Rainbow Bridge Honor Roll in the ACFA Bulletin. The donor will receive a lovely certificate of appreciation as thanks for the donation. 

For gifts of $10 or more, a memorial can be placed on our Rainbow Bridge Memorials   page on our Website. Furthermore, for an additional $10, a photo of the beloved pet can appear in our Parade of Royalty yearbook.

The following form can be used to honor the memory of your pet. 

To make a gift, please print this form and mail or fax to the address below, or email us at acfa@aol.com or call us at (417) 725-1530 during business hours.

Part I - Owner Information

Owner Name(s):  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email  ___________________________________________________________

Cat's Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Part II - Donor Information

Given By:   (If deceased cat's owner, enter "Same" and skip to Part III)

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________

Part III - Financial Information

Please accept my gift of:
$  _____________

Payment Mode: 
Cheque __________          M.O. __________

VISA __________  MasterCard  __________ Discover __________

Card No.: 

        

    
    Exp. Date (month/year):  ___________

Signature _____________________________________________________________

Part IV - Gift Processing

Please call, Email, Fax or mail completed form to: 
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American Cat Fanciers Association 

P.O. Box 1949, Nixa, MO 65714-1949

U.S.A.
Phone: (417) 725 1530 ~ FAX: (417) 725-1533 Email: acfa@aol.com

Business Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central Time, Monday-Friday

Part V –  Memorials

If you or your grieving friend would like to place a Rainbow Bridge Memorial  on our Website, please indicate below what you would like to say, maximum of 5 lines of text. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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